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Grammar schools

Background

e Grammar schools are selective secondary schools, that admit pupils based on their performance in a
test taken at age 11 (the 11-plus)

e There are currently 163 grammar school in England, out of a total population of around 3,000
mainstream secondary schools.

e There are grammar schools in 36 out of 152 local authorities (LA) in England. In most of these LAs,
however, there are five or fewer grammars.

e There are a small number of local authorities where selective schools form a greater part of the mix,
including Kent, Medway, Lincolnshire, Buckinghamshire and Trafford.

e In 2008 the Labour government introduced a law prohibiting the opening of new grammar schools.

e Theresa May's government have now published a green paper [PDF] proposing that new grammar
schools should be allowed.

Research

This work has focused on four LAs with some of the greatest proportions of grammar schools: Kent, Medway, Buckinghamshire and Lincolnshire.

Academic selection creates winners and losers
Children who attend grammar schools make more
progress than they otherwise would, while children
who attend non-selective schools in selective areas
(secondary moderns) make less progress than they
otherwise would.

In any selective area, a majority of children will
attend non-selective schools — the gains of those

who attend grammar schools have to be considered
alongside the reduced progress of those who do not.

Resources flow to grammar schools
In fully selective areas, grammar schools attract the
most experienced teachers.

While the relationship between teacher experience
and quality is complex, in general grammar schools

benefit from having more staff with more
experience.
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Poor children are less likely to get into grammar
schools — and it will be very hard to change that
In existing grammar school areas, the proportion of
children eligible for free school meals (a commonly-
used indicator of deprivation) who attend grammar
school is well below that of children who are not
eligible for free school meals.

There are two factors at play here. One is that a
child who is FSM-eligible is less likely to attend
grammar school than a child with comparable Key
Stage 2 results who is not FSM-eligible. With
political will, this would be a relatively easy issue to
address.

Poorer children have markedly lower attainment at
age 11, for a number of reasons, however (an issue
that needs addressing in its own right).

To have a dramatic impact on the number of poor
children attending grammar schools, entry
requirements for these children would need to be
loosened to such an extent that many people would
no longer recognise the schools as being selective.

Academic selection increases inequalities in
outcomes

In existing selective areas, there is a greater
disparity in education performance between
children from poor neighbourhoods, and children
from wealthier neighbourhoods (visible as a steeper
line in the chart shown here).

For the reasons set out above, any system of

grammar schools is likely to replicate this effect to
some extent at least.

Education Datalab position

Attendance at grammar school in four selective LAs
by overall Key Stage 2 level
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e Currently, areas with age-11 selection fail the poorest children.

e Based on current experience, Education Datalab is concerned that non-selective schools in areas
where selective schools open will always lose out, with less access to the most experienced teachers.

e FEducation Datalab is also concerned that, despite government intentions to the contrary, in practice
the poorest children will continue to be less likely to attend grammar schools.

e Asaresult, the Department for Education should concentrate on ensuring that all children receive a
great education, regardless of their attainment at age 11.

To read more of Education Datalab’s analysis on grammar schools, see:

http://educationdatalab.org.uk/tag/grammar-schools/
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Annex

Number of grammar schools per local authority
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