Performance Measures for AP schools: Re-integration and post-16 destinations
In a companion report, we proposed a number of Key Stage 4 attainment measures that were suitable for Alternative Provision schools.
In this example, we propose three other performance measures: re-integration, post-16 destinations and absence.
The first is re-integration of pupils in Key Stage 3 (Years 7 to 9). To what extent do we observe them re-integrated into mainstream (or special) education after attending AP?
The second is post-16 destinations. To what extent do we see pupils who attended AP in Year 11 in sustained education the following year?
The third is absence. What are rates of absence in AP schools?
The calculation of re-integration and post-16 destinations follow similar principles even though they may appear to be qualitatively different measures on the surface. However, they both involve identifying pupils who attended AP in a given year and then observing their activity the following year.
[bookmark: _Hlk152146443]This work contains statistical data from ONS which is Crown Copyright. The use of the ONS statistical data in this work does not imply the endorsement of the ONS in relation to the interpretation or analysis of the statistical data. This work uses research datasets which may not exactly reproduce National Statistics aggregates. The work was carried out in the Secure Research Service, part of the Office for National Statistics.

Data
We use three administrative data sources for this work: School Census and Absence from the National Pupil Database (NPD) and the Individualised Learner Record (ILR) linked to NPD.
School Census is a census of all pupils enrolled in state-funded schools in England. It is carried out every term, and also includes information on any pupils who leave a school between censuses.
ILR is a record of all students enrolled in FE Colleges, work-based learning providers and other providers of Further Education, including the qualifications for which they are studying.
We use School Census to identify all pupils who attend AP schools in a given year. For the purposes of this analysis, we use data from 2020/21 but recognize that numbers of enrolments were lower than in previous years due to the Covid-19 pandemic.
For pupils who were in Years 7 to 9 in 2020/21, we observe their enrolments in the 2021/22 academic year up to the Summer School Census (the middle of May).
Any pupils observed on roll of a mainstream or special school for at least 180 days or more is considered to have been re-integrated provided that no enrolments in AP schools are observed during that time. We also use the Local Authority Alternative Provision (LAAP) Census to identify any other placements outside the state-funded school sector although the limitation of this is that it is only observed once a year (in January).
For pupils who were in Year 11 in 2020/21, we observe both a) enrolments in schools and b) enrolments in colleges and other FE providers in 2021/22. Pupils who are observed to spend a continuous enrolment period of 180 days or more are considered to be in sustained education.
Absence data contains the number of absent sessions and the total number of possible sessions of attendance for each pupil at each school each year. We limit the dataset to records related to enrolments at AP schools.
We illustrate re-integration and post-16 destination measures with some worked examples.
Worked Examples: Re-integration
Pupil A spent time in an AP school as a dual-rolled pupil in 2020/21 having joined their mainstream school in September 2018. From March 2021 they returned full-time to the mainstream sector, in which they were enrolled continuously for the whole of 2021/22. They had no overlapping spells in AP schools in 2021/22 and so are considered to have been re-integrated.
	Pupil
	LAESTAB
	Type of School
	Entry Date
	Leaving Date

	A
	9994002
	Mainstream
	03/09/2018
	-

	A
	9991102
	AP
	03/10/2020
	24/03/2021



Pupil B also spent time in an AP school in 2020/21. They joined a mainstream school in September 2021 but continued to attend an AP school for a short period. They then had no further AP placements. For the purposes of calculating re-integration, we measure the time period between the last day they attended AP (22/10/2021) and the date of the Summer School Census (19/05/2022). As this is more than 180 days, Pupil B is also considered to have been re-integrated.
	Pupil
	LAESTAB
	Type of School
	Entry Date
	Leaving Date

	B
	9991103
	AP
	02/09/2020
	22/10/2021

	B
	9994002
	Mainstream
	06/09/2021
	-



Worked example: Post-16 destinations
Pupil C was on roll (in Year 11) at an AP school for the whole of 2020/21. They joined a mainstream school in September 2021 and remained on roll for the whole of 2021/22. For the purposes of the post-16 destination measure, they are considered to have been continuously in education for at least 180 days in 2021/22. 
	Pupil
	LAESTAB
	Type of School
	Entry Date
	Leaving Date

	C
	9991103
	AP
	02/09/2020
	16/07/2021

	C
	9994002
	Mainstream
	06/09/2021
	-



Pupil D was also on roll in Year 11 at an AP school for the whole of 2020/21. They joined a FE College in September 2021 but left on the 1st October. They enrolled at another FE College in June 2022 and remained there until the end of the year. However, they do not spend a continuous period of at least 180 days in education in 2021/22.
	Pupil
	LAESTAB
	Type of School
	Entry Date
	Leaving Date

	D
	9991103
	AP
	02/09/2020
	16/07/2021

	D
	9998601
	FE College
	06/09/2021
	01/10/2021

	D
	9998602
	FE College
	05/06/2022
	-



Entry dates and leaving dates at colleges and other FE providers (such as work-based learning providers) aren’t directly observed in the Individualised Learner Record (ILR), the data source used to observe education and training in the FE sector. Instead, we observe start and end dates when learners are enrolled on learning aims (i.e. courses). We first collapse overlapping learning aims into learning spells, continuous periods of time in which learners are observed to be enrolled on at least one learning aim at an FE provider.
Worked Example: Absence
In the table below, we show some summary absence records for two pupils at two AP schools in 2021/22.
	Pupil
	LAESTAB
	Type of School
	Absences
	Possible Sessions
	% absence

	E
	9991103
	AP
	45
	70
	64%

	F
	9991103
	AP
	178
	346
	51%



Pupil E was a subsidiary-registered pupil and was expected to attend 70 sessions (half-days) at their AP school in 2021/22. They were absent for 45, hence have an absence rate of 64%.
Pupil F was single-rolled at their school and so was expected to attend 346 sessions (a full year at that particular school). They were absent for 178, an absence rate of 51%.
When calculating the overall absence rate for the school, we sum the total absences and divide by the total possible sessions. This means that pupil F would contribute a greater weight than pupil E to the school calculation since they were expected to attend more sessions.
However, the pupils contribute equally to persistent absence measures. Both pupils were absent for at least 50% of sessions at their AP school and so would be considered to be severe absentees.
Results: Re-integration
Re-integration rates for Key Stage 3 (Year 7 to Year 9) pupils on roll in state-funded AP schools in 2020/21 are presented in Table 1. These rates show the percentage of pupils who had been re-integrated back into mainstream or special schools during 2021/22.
Table 1: Re-integration rates of KS3 pupils by pupil characteristics, 2021/22
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Overall, 28% of pupils are observed to have been re-integrated.
There are variations in this rate between groups of pupils. Older pupils (those aged 14, i.e. those of Year 9 age) were less likely (24%) than younger pupils (32%) to be re-integrated.
Pupils who had previously been permanently excluded and disadvantaged pupils were less likely to be re-integrated while those who had never previously been observed with special educational needs (SEN) were more likely to be re-integrated. 
Re-integration rates of boys and girls were very similar although more boys were re-integrated since boys outnumber girls in the AP sector.
Results: Post-16 destinations
Post-16 destinations for pupils on roll in Year 11 in AP schools at any time during 2020/21 are shown in Table 2. This summarises destinations in the 2021/22 academic year.
Table 2: Post-16 destinations for Year 11 pupils by pupil characteristics, 2021/22
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43% of pupils were observed to have a sustained post-16 destination, that is were enrolled at a school or FE provider for at least 180 days in 2021/22.
Rates vary between pupil groups. 54% of those never eligible for free school meals were observed in a sustained post-16 destination compared to 39% of those eligible at least once in their school career. 55% of those never observed to have SEN (itself a relatively small group) were observed in a sustained destination compared to 47% observed with an EHCP and 41% of those observed to have received support from their schools. Girls were slightly more likely than boys to be in sustained post-16 education. Rates were highest among pupils from AP schools in London.
Those not observed in sustained education fall into two groups: those who spend some time in post-16 education, but not for at least 180 days continuously, and those who never spend any time in post-16 education despite being required to remain in education until their 18th birthday.
The latter group outnumbers the former group. 32% of all Year 11 AP pupils are not observed to have a post-16 destination compared to 25% of all pupils who enter post-16 education but whose destination is not sustained.
In the chart below, we show the percentage of pupils enrolled in post-16 learning (whether sustained or not) on the first day of each month in the year following Year 11.
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61% of girls and 52% of boys were observed in learning on the 1st October. However, these rates fell month-by-month during the rest of the year. By 1st June, 45% of girls and 39% of boys were observed in learning.
Results: Absence
Summary absence data for schools in the AP sector in 2021/22 is shown in Table 3.
Table 3: Absence in state-funded AP schools by pupil characteristics, 2021/22
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Overall, the absence rate in AP schools in 2021/22 was 40%. 82% of pupils were persistent absentees, that is to say missed at least 10% of the sessions they were expected to attend. 35% were severe absentees, missing at least 50% of sessions.
Propensity to be absent increases with age. Absence among primary-aged pupils is half that of those aged 14-16.
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Absence rates were higher among boys, those who had been permanently excluded and pupils ever eligible for free school meals. Pupils with EHC plans were less likely to be absent than other pupils. 
Yorkshire & the Humber was the region with the lowest absence rate. Absence was also relatively low in London and the East Midlands.
Summary
In this report, we have presented three indicators that could be published as part of a performance framework for state-funded AP schools alongside measures of attainment and qualification entry, which we show elsewhere.
These three indicators are:
· Absence (compulsory age pupils)
· Re-integration (KS3 pupils)
· Post-16 destinations (Year 11 pupils)
Statistics have been produced for the 2021/22 academic year, the most recent available data at the time of writing, but which we plan to update for 2022/23.
This is the first time that we have produced these statistics since the start of the Covid-19 pandemic. Referring back to our previous work shows a very slight increase in absence rates but post-16 destination rates are broadly similar to pre-pandemic times. The measure of re-integration we have developed here is a new one.
The outcomes we observe are rather poor. Pupils on roll in AP schools were absent for at least 40% of sessions in 2021/22. However, this isn’t to blame AP providers: they are often working with groups of troubled young people. The use of performance measures can help to build a case for further support and to evaluate the effectiveness of programmes to improve outcomes.
Less than half of young people who spend time in AP schools during Year 11 go on to sustained post-16 education. A third are never observed in post-16 education, though this may include a small number who have left the country. That notwithstanding, the fact we see around a third of AP pupils not engaging with post-16 education is a cause for concern. Further support is required to ensure transition between AP and post-16. 
Beyond transition, further support is then required to ensure that young people remain in learning.
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Persistent absentees

Group Characteristic % absence >=10% >=20% >=50% Pupils
Age <=6 20% 203 129 63 383
Age 7 17% 284 173 87 553
Age 8 19% 356 234 98 653
Age 9 19% 461 279 109 823
Age 10 20% 525 350 143 909
Age n 22% 647 427 195 1094
Age 12 34% 1307 1009 539 1666
Age 13 37% 3136 2482 1273 3882
Age 14 41% 5187 4300 2248 6174
Age 15 43% 7606 6436 3423 8753
Age 16 44% 9070 7734 4373 10449
Age Not known 52% 12 n 10 23
Enrolment Current 39% 8434 6915 3595 10186
Enrolment Dual- Main 38% 704 565 267 864
Enrolment Dual- Subsidiary 40% 9300 7497 3743 11071
Enrolment Other or not enrolled in Spring 40% 9719 8028 4609 12401
Ethnicity White British 40% 20591 16929 9021 24775
Ethnicity White Irish 41% 82 70 SUPP 99
Ethnicity White: Traveller of Irish Heritage 46% 77 63 40 9
Ethnicity White: Gypsy /Roma 47% 295 257 144 332
Ethnicity White: Other 37% 915 728 375 1190
Ethnicity Mixed White/Black Caribbean 40% 1092 899 451 131
Ethnicity Mixed White/Black African 41% 306 253 128 3n
Ethnicity Mixed White/Asian 39% 333 262 146 395
Ethnicity Other Mixed 35% 639 499 242 858
Ethnicity Indian 30% 114 91 47 165
Ethnicity Pakistani 35% 589 439 198 705
Ethnicity Bangladeshi 27% 199 144 50 294
Ethnicity Other Asian 33% 174 140 74 240
Ethnicity Black Caribbean 33% 556 429 199 745
Ethnicity Black African 27% 457 335 157 748
Ethnicity Other Black 32% 200 155 76 288
Ethnicity Chinese 27% 14 " SUPP 22
Ethnicity Other 32% 348 257 17 478
Ethnicity Not obtained 46% 1659 1473 979 2063
Ethnicity Refused to say 41% 154 130 76 192
Gender Male 37% 18369 14693 7565 23112
Gender Female 4% 10425 8871 4996 12250
Previously excluded Yes 43% 4921 4206 2257 5686
Previously excluded No 39% 23873 19358 10304 29676
Ever eligible for free sc Yes 4% 20932 17290 9168 24999
Ever eligible for free sc No 36% 7862 6274 3393 10363
Highest level of SEN p1 Never SEN 41% 3192 2668 1525 4051
Highest level of SEN pi SEN Support 42% 20067 16634 8751 23705
Highest level of SEN p1 EHC Plan 33% 5535 4262 2285 7606
Primary SEN type, 202° Autistic spectrum disorder 35% 1227 971 540 1631
Primary SEN type, 202" Hearing impairment 37% 71 59 31 99
Primary SEN type, 202° Moderate learning difficulty 40% 1374 1116 574 1646
Primary SEN type, 202° Multi-sensory impairment 51% 28 24 17 32
Primary SEN type, 202° Physical difficulty 43% 21 177 m 256
Primary SEN type, 202° Profound and multiple learning difficulty 38% 46 41 30 60
Primary SEN type, 202° Social, emotional and mental health 39% 12005 9679 5035 14959
Primary SEN type, 202" Severe learning difficulty 39% 54 45 29 67
Primary SEN type, 202° Specific learning difficulty 41% 1043 876 428 1216
Primary SEN type, 202°  Speech, language and communication needs 31% 868 653 302 1234
Primary SEN type, 202" Visual impairment 40% 44 40 16 48
Primary SEN type, 202° Other difficulty or disorder 4% 511 414 223 628
Primary SEN type, 202 support, but no specialist assessment of type of n¢ 37% 464 368 185 570
Primary SEN type, 202° Not recorded as SEN 42% 10848 9101 5040 12916
Region North East 42% 2240 1847 998 2676
Region North West 42% 5112 4305 2341 5977
Region Yorks & the Humber 32% 2682 2035 931 3516
Region West Midlands 39% 3069 2515 1285 3667
Region East Midlands 34% 1847 1489 722 2309
Region East 44% 2827 2409 1453 3321
Region London 34% 3954 3065 1452 5518
Region South East 42% 3776 3108 1703 4581
Region South West 4% 3287 2791 1676 3797
All All pupils 40% 28157 23005 12214 34522
Notes

SUPP= suppressed to protect confidentiality
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Characteristic group Characteristic Pupils Reintegrated % reintegrated
Age 12 1172 372 32%
Age 13 2652 855 32%
Age 14 4932 1194 24%
Ethnicity White British 6245 1706 27%
Ethnicity White Irish 29 12 41%
Ethnicity White: Traveller of Irish Heritage SUPP SUPP SUPP
Ethnicity White: Gypsy /Roma 94 18 19%
Ethnicity White: Other 259 81 31%
Ethnicity Mixed White/Black Caribbean 31 95 31%
Ethnicity Mixed White/Black African 89 27 30%
Ethnicity Mixed White/Asian 88 27 31%
Ethnicity Other Mixed 170 54 32%
Ethnicity Indian 32 15 47%
Ethnicity Pakistani 125 43 34%
Ethnicity Bangladeshi 52 19 37%
Ethnicity Other Asian 48 25 52%
Ethnicity Black Caribbean 178 63 35%
Ethnicity Black African 179 64 36%
Ethnicity Other Black 76 28 37%
Ethnicity Chinese SUPP SUPP SUPP
Ethnicity Other 99 39 39%
Ethnicity Not obtained 611 73 12%
Ethnicity Refused to say 49 25 51%
Gender Male 6252 1721 28%
Gender Female 2504 700 28%
Previously excluded Yes 2640 493 19%
Previously excluded No 6116 1928 32%
Ever eligible for free school meaYes 6488 1713 26%
Ever eligible for free school meaNo 2268 708 31%
Highest level of SEN provision Never SEN 757 290 38%
Highest level of SEN provision SEN Support 5982 1576 26%
Highest level of SEN provision EHC Plan 2017 555 28%
Primary SEN type, 2021 Autistic spectrum disorder 429 106 25%
Primary SEN type, 2021 Hearing impairment 15 SUPP SUPP
Primary SEN type, 2021 Moderate learning difficulty 430 128 30%
Primary SEN type, 2021 Multi-sensory impairment m SUPP SUPP
Primary SEN type, 2021 Physical difficulty 58 24 41%
Primary SEN type, 2021 Profound and multiple learning difficulty SUPP SUPP SUPP
Primary SEN type, 2021 Social, emotional and mental health 3839 948 25%
Primary SEN type, 2021 Severe learning difficulty 17 SUPP SupP
Primary SEN type, 2021 Specific learning difficulty 318 96 30%
Primary SEN type, 2021 Speech, language and communication needs 261 79 30%
Primary SEN type, 2021 Visual impairment SUPP SUPP SUPP
Primary SEN type, 2021 Other difficulty or disorder 186 60 32%
Primary SEN type, 2021 SEN support, but no specialist assessment of type o 105 28 27%
Primary SEN type, 2021 Not recorded as SEN 3071 931 30%
Region North East 624 182 29%
Region North West 1422 367 26%
Region Yorks & the Humber 1082 283 26%
Region West Midlands 889 187 21%
Region East Midlands 564 178 32%
Region East 802 188 23%
Region London 1245 411 33%
Region South East 1103 362 33%
Region South West 1025 263 26%
All pupils All pupils 8756 2421 28%
Notes

SUPP= suppressed to protect confidentiality
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Destination (percentages)

Characteristic group Characteristic All pupils % sustained % not sustained % no destination
Ethnicity White British 7108 42% 25% 33%
Ethnicity White Irish 35 51% SUPP SUPP

Ethnicity Traveller of Irish Heritage SUPP SUPP SUPP SUPP

Ethnicity White Romany 79 13% 23% 65%
Ethnicity Other White 356 46% 19% 35%
Ethnicity Mixed White/Black Caribbean 305 44% 30% 27%
Ethnicity Mixed White/Black African 106 47% 35% 18%
Ethnicity Mixed White/Asian 1m 46% 27% 27%
Ethnicity Other Mixed 278 44% 32% 24%
Ethnicity Indian 37 62% SUPP SUPP

Ethnicity Pakistani 240 49% 27% 24%
Ethnicity Bangladeshi 120 59% 21% 20%
Ethnicity Other Asian 73 58% 26% 16%
Ethnicity Black Caribbean 259 49% 27% 24%
Ethnicity Black African 224 54% 23% 23%
Ethnicity Other Black 83 58% 17% 25%
Ethnicity Chinese SUPP SUPP SUPP SUPP

Ethnicity Other 156 60% 22% 18%
Ethnicity Not obtained 942 38% 20% 42%
Ethnicity Refused to say 32 47% SUPP SuPpP

Gender Male 6614 41% 24% 35%
Gender Female 3946 47% 27% 26%
Previously excluded Yes 3309 37% 26% 37%
Previously excluded No 7251 46% 24% 30%
Ever eligible for free school meals ~ Yes 7668 39% 27% 34%
Ever eligible for free school meals No 2892 54% 21% 26%
Highest level of SEN provision Never SEN 1092 55% 19% 26%
Highest level of SEN provision SEN Support 7871 21% 27% 32%
Highest level of SEN provision EHC Plan 1597 47% 20% 33%
Primary SEN type, 2021 Autistic spectrum disorder 364 58% 18% 24%
Primary SEN type, 2021 Hearing impairment 24 54% SuPP SUPP

Primary SEN type, 2021 Moderate learning difficulty 42 21% 25% 34%
Primary SEN type, 2021 Multi-sensory impairment SUPP SUPP SUPP SUPP

Primary SEN type, 2021 Physical difficulty 62 73% SUPP SUPP

Primary SEN type, 2021 Profound and multiple learning difficulty SUPP SUPP SUPP SuPP

Primary SEN type, 2021 Social, emotional and mental health 4745 40% 27% 34%
Primary SEN type, 2021 Severe learning difficulty 15 SUPP SUPP SUPP

Primary SEN type, 2021 Specific learning difficulty 307 43% 24% 33%
Primary SEN type, 2021 Speech, language and communication needs 171 24% 28% 27%
Primary SEN type, 2021 Visual impairment 19 68% SUPP SUPP

Primary SEN type, 2021 Other difficulty or disorder 162 48% 23% 29%
Primary SEN type, 2021 SEN support, but no specialist assessment 173 45% 23% 32%
Primary SEN type, 2021 Not recorded as SEN 4082 45% 24% 31%
Region North East 646 43% 27% 30%
Region North West 1874 42% 27% 31%
Region Yorks & the Humber 1003 41% 26% 33%
Region West Midlands 1086 40% 29% 31%
Region East Midlands 707 42% 25% 33%
Region East 954 40% 21% 39%
Region London 1849 50% 22% 28%
Region South East 1263 41% 25% 34%
Region South West 1178 44% 24% 31%
All pupils All pupils 10560 43% 25% 32%




